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CONFIDENTIAL NATO 08280 

E.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, CU, AO, UR 

SUBJECT: ANGOLA: SOVIET AND CUBAN ACTIVITIES 

AT AUGUST 30 POLADS MEETING, PORTUGUESE REP SAID HIS 
AUTHORITIES HAVE RECEIVED REPORT ON RECENT ARRIVAL OF 
MISSILES AND TANKS IN ANGOLA FROM EASTERN EUROPE AND THE 
SOVIET UNION, AND THE PRESENCE NOW OF MORE THAN 30,000 
CUBAN PERSONNEL IN ANGOLA. ACCORDING TO PORTUGUESE 
SOURCES THERE WERE IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES AMONG THE 
CUBANS THEMSELVES, REFLECTING CLEAVAGES BETWEEN NETO 
AND NITO ALVES FACTIONS WITHIN THE MPLA. AT THE TIME OF 
THE MAY 27 COUP ATTEMPT THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
CUBAN FACTIONS WERE BRIDGED BY THE PERSONAL INTERVENTION 
OF CASTRO TO SAVE NETO. THE SOVIETS, UNHAPPY WITH NETO'S 
TALK OF NON-ALIGNMENT, SUPPORTED NITO ALVES. GLITMAN 
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